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with, other metals. The reason why gold is not easily won by chemical means is because it Is a non-oxidizable metal, which maintains its purity, and is therefore mostly found in its native or metallic state. Owing to Its rarity it has become of such great value, and the medium of interchange since the remotest times.
Its solvents are aqua regla, chlorine, and potassium cyanide. The application of such a corrosive agent as aqua regiu for the treatment of ores on a large scale Is out of the question, and of the chemical means at our command there remain only the last two. By exposing the gold ores, or the concentrated portion of the saint*, to tho action of chlorine gas, the gold is converted into a soluble chloride of gold by tho well-known ehlormation methods; and by the other method the gold is dissolved in solutions of cyanide? of potassium.
That gold when in a fine state of division was soluble in cyanide of potassium, was already known In the middle! ages, and the gilding of metals was carried out in those remote days by jewellers and alchemists, by the use of gold in cyanide solutions. Of course, gilding by means of fire was usually employed.